
1 
St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint Paul the Apostle  
Catholic Church 
 
Spartanburg, SC 
Parish Assessment  
Strategic Planning 
2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 
St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Church 

 
 
 

Table of Contents 
 

I.  Leadership 
II.  Overview 
III.  Demographics 
IV.  Assessments 

A. Physical Campus / Facilities 
B. School 
C. Ministries 

V.  SWOT 
VI.  Identified needs from Assessment 
VII. Addendum 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 
St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Church 

Saint Paul the Apostle Catholic Church Leadership 
 
The Most Reverend Robert E. Guglielmone, Bishop of Charleston 
Reverend David R. Whitman, Pastor 
Dr. Robert L. Mahaffey, Jr., Deacon 
Mrs. Norma Stokes, Director of Religious Education 
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Roche, Music Ministry 
Youmi Kim (Theresa Efurd), Lay Leader, Korean Catholic Ministry 
Patti Lanthier, Principal, St. Paul the Apostle Catholic School 
 
The Reverend David R. Whitman was assigned to St. Paul the Apostle, 
Spartanburg in summer 2015.   
The Most Reverend Robert E. Guglielmone was ordained and installed as the 
13th Bishop of Charleston on March 25, 2009 in the Cathedral of St. John the 
Baptist in Charleston. 
Jorge Mario Bergoglio hails from Argentina.  Bergoglio was elected pope on 
Wednesday, March 13, 2013, making him the first pope ever from the Americas. 
Bergoglio, who was born in 1936, chose the name Pope Francis. 
 
Parish Overview 
 
Saint Paul the Apostle Catholic Church and School resides in the Diocese of 
Charleston.  There are 120 Parishes in the Diocese which encompasses the 
entire state of South Carolina. 
 
Saint Paul the Apostle Catholic Church and School campus is located in 
downtown Spartanburg resting on the better part of a city block between East 
Main and St. John Streets.  There is one off campus house (rectory) associated 
with this Parish.  The parish consists of 1328 registered families as of September 
2017.   
 
The current mission statement is: 
We, the People of Saint Paul the Apostle Parish, form an International Christian  
community that challenges each of us to proclaim and live the gospel message of  
Jesus Christ in our world through Worship, Evangelization, Christian Formation 
and Outreach.  
 
Mass attendance does vary.  That said overall Sunday Mass attendance is just 
under 1000 weekly, with a range of 150-227 in the October 2016 Mass counts at 
the 5:00 PM Saturday Mass, 175-235 at the 8:00AM Sunday Mass and 467-520 
in attendance at the 11:00AM Sunday Mass.   There is a Korean Mass held 2  
Sundays per month at 4:30PM in the Historic Church, drawing a regional 
attendance.   
 
The school has 99 children enrolled for the 2016-17 school year.   Religious 
Education classes are currently held on Sunday mornings in the school.  In the 
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2016-17 school year there are 245 children enrolled in Religious Education (RE). 
16 of those children belong to other parishes (6 families). They are coming here 
by request of their pastors because of the class day and time. 
  
The main campus consists of the Parish Church, Historic Church, K4, K5, 
Elementary and Middle School and the Parish Center.  Other contiguous property 
is owned including parking areas, and two houses used for meeting space by the 
Korean community.  There is also a property next to the School, which is owned 
by a parishioner, and recently leased to the church for meeting space. 
 
Parish life at St. Paul’s can be as involved as one prefers.  The parish is active in 
many ways and there are many groups that hold a variety of activities from 
school fund raisers such as golf outings and Rock’n Brew BBQ contests to the 
ladies night out, the card ministry and prayer circles.  St. Paul’s has held a 
Seniors Prom, the recent Ministry fair and hosts many religious education (RE) 
opportunities including the usual RE, RCIA and others such as St. Paul’s 
Institute.  The youth groups are active and meet with regular frequency.  We 
have parties, picnics, dinners and multiple opportunities for parish gatherings.  
While we have many opportunities for community, attendance at events is often 
low or lower than expected.   
 
A parish as large as St. Paul’s needs a strategic plan to guide the Pastors as 
they rotate through the Diocese of Charleston and our lay leaders.  It takes much 
participation to build a plan that will take our parish into the future and help align 
priorities and expectations.  The assessment is a moment in time and is the very 
beginning of the planning process.  The assessment will continue to evolve as 
our Parish grows and changes. 
 
Demographics 
 
There are 1328 registered families in our Parish.  Let’s look at the bigger picture.  
There are approximately 77,000 Catholics in the upstate.   
The Spartanburg City population is approximately 37,525 people.  This city 
population has been in a decreasing trend since the 1990’s.  Spartanburg is 
considered an urban area with a surrounding population of approximately 
145,000. 
 
Spartanburg County is said to have a population of 293,542 and has been 
growing since the 1970’s. In the decade from 2000 to 2010, it grew at a rate of 
1.2%/year.   
 
In general, the areas near Duncan, Dorman and Boiling Springs are experiencing 
growth.  Inman and Landrum have some growth.  Spartanburg is building a new 
elementary and high school in District 7 – the zip codes that primarily attend our 
church.   
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ASSESSMENTS 
 
St. Paul the Apostle Physical Campus / Facilities 
 
Main campus: 
 
St. Paul the Apostle Parish Church | 290 East Main Street 
The new Parish Church on Main Street was dedicated in December of 2013.  
The building includes the large sanctuary with an elevated altar area, wooden 
pew seating for 800, a large choir loft in the rear of the sanctuary, a large 
narthex, also used as a children’s cry area during Masses.  The narthex has 
wings with restrooms, small storage room, confessionals and an adoration area 
for Our Lady of Guadalupe near the choir loft stairwell.  The Parish church has a 
spacious Sacristy area behind the altar with a restroom.   This building has been 
described as a 30-year project in that finishing touches will be added to the 
church over many years. 
The building would be considered in new condition.  It needs a plan for regular 
preventative maintenance.  Storage areas are needed.  We are missing a bride’s 
room; there are complaints about the sound system and the front doors need 
repeated attention from sun damage.  The choir members and leadership have 
asked for consideration for an elevator in the future.   
 

 
 
 
Future Columbarium/Garden | Behind the main Parish Church 
There is a grassy area between the New Parish Church and school which is 
slated to be used for a Columbarium and garden/fountain area.  Building will 
begin in 2017.  Of note, this was a highly requested feature with the new church 
parish feedback.  Niches are for sale now.  Drawings for the space are in the 
Narthex.   
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Historic Church | 161 North Dean Street 
The Historic Church was built in 1883 and dedicated on October 14th of that year.  
The seating capacity is 200.  The sanctuary altar is flanked with statues of the 
Blessed Mother and St. Paul. The Historic Church has very small vestibules at 
each entrance; there is a small Sacristy area and a small adoration chapel on 
either side of the altar space.  There are no restrooms associated with this 
building. The last major restoration was 1994. 
While there is no major renovation or additions planned for the historic church, it 
will need restoration work periodically. It needs regular upkeep and a routine 
preventative maintenance plan including HVAC.  The Building is in adequate 
condition. 
 

 
 
 
There is a small garden and landscaped area between the Historic Church and 
the Parish Center. 
 
 
Parish Center  
The Parish Center was built in 1978 under Father James Carter.  It has a small 
lobby area.  The office space is grouped together with three (3) offices and a 
front office reception area with a small vestibule and a single back office.  There 
is one (1) meeting room (Conference A), which holds 50 people at maximum 
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capacity.  There is a full kitchen with appliances and a pantry.   The first floor also 
houses a gymnasium.  The gym space occupancy is approved for 422.   There 
are ladies and men’s restrooms/and locker area as well, although the locker area 
is currently used as storage in both restrooms.  There is also a small storage 
closet along the corridor with the restrooms and access to the kitchen and 
conference area.  The second floor holds an office and ante-room, a Library, 
Music room, Art room, child care room, and a Youth/Teen cube.  Most of the 
second floor is used by the school on weekdays, and by RE and other religious 
education activities or ministry meetings in the evenings and on weekends.   
The Gymnasium needed a French drain and for some time, this was not 
accommodated.  The wall is peeling paint on two sides on the Alabama facing 
side and the front entrance side.  The kitchen appliances are old and some are in 
disrepair. The Parish Center roof is leaking. HVAC Unit has to replaced. Those 
two are immediate needs. Plumbing fixtures, floor covering, and paint are also 
needed. 
This Building would be listed in fair condition at best and is at or past its expected 
lifespan.  It needs some repairs and upkeep and a regular maintenance plan. 
Storage areas are inadequate. 
 

    
 
 
Saint Paul Catholic School | 152 Alabama Street 
The campus includes a school which includes grades K4 through 8th.  It was built 
in 1954 as a two-story building and later, a third floor was added.   With 10 
classrooms (24’x34’): the school could accommodate up to 250 students. Current 
enrollment is 99.  Originally the entire first floor was a stage and assembly hall.  
That has been renovated to accommodate a lobby space and offices. There is a 
small conference room, a copy room, receptionist space and office space. On the 
first floor there is one men’s/boys restroom and one ladies/girls restroom, There 
is a girl’s restroom on the 2nd floor.  The teacher’s lounge on third floor does have 
one toilet and sink. Any major renovation would require that it be brought up to 
current building code which would require an elevator.  With current computer 
based education methods at St. Paul Catholic School, the facility has outgrown 
electrical capacity and has also outgrown its current plumbing and HVAC. 
Storage areas are inadequate.  While we list the school in adequate condition, it 
is not an attractive facility and does not bode well for recruitment.  There are 
many pipes, wires and conduit lines up, down and across all sides of the building.  
The play yard for the elementary and middle school children is paved.   There is 
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not a green space for play for the children at this time.  The school needs a 
regular preventative maintenance plan. It is in adequate condition.   
 

 
 
 
St. Paul Catholic School K4 building:  
A trailer is used for the K4 class of St. Paul Catholic School. The city will not 
allow the K4 children in the school due to entrance steps. DSS has approved the 
current building for 16 children.  There are 2 bathrooms. There is a refrigerator 
and sink. 
It is in good condition.  It does have its own fenced play yard with play 
equipment. 
 

 
 
 
Contiguous property 
There are two houses on Dean Street owned by the Parish, 177 and 183 Dean 
Street, adjacent to the Parish Center which are considered part of our campus.  
These are not habitable and need to be torn down.  They are used by the Korean 
ministry.  There is an evolving plan to remove the structures for safety reasons.  
One thought is that this space could be made into fenced green space for 
children’s play for school and church use.  The Parish will need to consider 
meeting space for the Korean ministry. 
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There is limited parking space around the two (2) churches and school.  Many 
Catholics park in the contiguous parking lot owned by the Baptist church.  For the 
new Parish Church, there is a lifetime contract for weekend parking at the South 
State Bank building next door with parking access on East Main and on Alabama 
Street.   
 

         
 
 
Off Campus: 
 
Rectory: A small 3 bedroom home located on the East side of town.  It needs 
some repair.  It was built in 1993.  120 Gable Court is located in Spartanburg, 
SC. At this time, the property has an estimated value of $154,700 and yearly 
taxes of $974. This home has 3 bedrooms, 3½ bathrooms, and approximately 
1,980 sq ft of living space. Good Condition 
 
Saint Paul Catholic School 
The school’s enrollment is declining. Currently at 99, there are students attending 
from surrounding parishes: Jesus, Our Risen Savior (11), Sacred Heart (17), 
Blessed Trinity (2), St. Mary Magdalene (1) and Saint Mary Magdalene has a 
new school in their capital campaign plans, and Prince of Peace (1). We definitely 
need more promotion and financial support from parishes nearby and even those 
currently using the school.  At this point the school is not running at a break-even 
point.  However, we do not receive adequate parish subsidies from those that do 
attend.   
 
Options to improve enrollment and the school’s future need to be considered.   
Doing nothing will not end well. The options are:  
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-Major renovations to the current school – which would mean there is still a lack 
of sports fields and academic specialties.  And renovations would be limited due 
to lack of space to grow, park, etc. 
-Engage with the current parishes with students in St. Paul’s (and possible to 
some additional parishes) to seek financial commitment for an upstate Catholic 
Regional school.  Move the school to a new, modern, easily accessible location.  
Plan such that the school could grow from an Elementary/Middle School to 
eventually include high school following a successful model in Rock Hill.  
 
Students from these Parishes attend the school in 2016-17:  
Jesus, Our Risen Savior – *1525 house holds 
Blessed Trinity – Greer - *450 households 
Sacred Heart – Gaffney – *200 households 
St. Augustine – Union – *20 households 
St. Mary Magdalene – Simpsonville – *4895 households 
*Numbers from Lydia Doyle, Diocesan Planning 
 
Of note:  the 2016-17 school year was the 75th anniversary of the school. 
 
Also of note, there is a possibility of a land donation for a regional upstate 
Catholic school which in the long run could incorporate St. Paul the Apostle 
Catholic School.  This would require multiple Catholic churches/parishes 
involvement. 
 

 
 
 
St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Church offers many opportunities for community, 
friendship, religious education and stewardship.   
 
Hospitality 
-There is a committee working on the welcome and information sharing for new 
parishioners. 
-There is reception committee that helps to organize after-funeral gatherings.   
-There is usually an annual Parish picnic. 
 
Stewardship 
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-We have envelopes in the pews and mailed to our registered parishioners.  The 
envelopes cover weekly donations, Holy days, and we collect for the new church 
mortgage through a second collection.  There are a small number of parishioners 
who participate in electronic giving. We have no emergency repairs fund. 
-We allow groups to give out information (Basketball sign-ups), collect donations 
(Be Not Afraid), and sell things (Scouts, K of C) after Masses.  
-Our parish financial support for community outreach varies as our Pastor 
changes.   
Communication 
The bulletin is the main form of communication.  The website is good and could 
be used more.  www.stpaultheapostlespartanburg.org.    It needs more use on 
both sides – providing more information there, might drive more use.   
 
Ministries – See Addendum #1 for complete listing and further descriptions.  
 
Liturgical Ministries includes Altar care, Altar servers, Extraordinary Ministers 
of the Holy Eucharist, Gift Bearers, the Korean Ministry, Lectors, Music Ministry, 
Sacristan and Ushers.   
 
Mass is offered daily Tuesday through Friday. And Weekend Masses are 
available at 5:00 PM Saturday, 8:00 AM and 11:00 AM Sunday and a 4:30 PM 
Korean Mass every other Sunday.   
Reconciliation is available regularly. 
Anointing the Sick or communion for the sick and shut-ins is available. 
The music ministry of St. Paul the Apostle is very active, with practices, weekly 
worship and special offerings.   
 
Spiritual Development and Faith Formation incorporates the Adoration 
Chapel, Adult Bible study, Adult education, Baptismal preparation, 
Cursillo/Ultreya, Emmaus retreats, Prayer Groups and circles, Knights of 
Columbus, Lucis Via, Marriage preparation, Natural Family Planning, Rite of 
Christian Initiation (RCIA), St. Paul Institute, Secular Franciscan Order, Vacation 
Bible School, Women’s Bible Study and Youth Groups. 
 
The Eucharistic Adoration Chapel is open to all.  The door code is available from 
the Parish office.   
 
We have 245 children enrolled in Catholic religious education. 16 of those 
children belong to other parishes (6 families). They are coming here by request 
of their pastors because of the class day and time. RCIA, Sacrament preparation 
for Baptism, Confirmation and Marriage are offered regularly.  We have Men’s 
and Women’s Emmaus and Men at Prayer.  The bulletin provides information on 
marriage retreats in the area.  The Saint Paul Institute meets regularly and is led 
by Deacon Bob.   
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Community Organizations include Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts and Girl 
Scouts,  a Card Ministry, Congregational Nursing, nursery attendants and youth 
basketball. 
Community outreach is prevalent throughout our many ministries and 
organizations.  We have many Parish members serving on local boards such as 
Total Ministries and Spartanburg Shares.   We have a presence with Mobile 
meals, the Soup Kitchen, Total ministries food drive, St. Luke’s Free Medical 
Clinic and many others. 
There is a card ministry; there are community prayer services of which we 
participate in.  The Pro Life group is very active in our community.  
A parishioner assists with the Prison ministries effort and the parish occasionally 
participates in making cookies for prisoners. 
Youth projects for outreach are numerous from working with the Children’s home 
to the Humane Society there are efforts underway throughout the year.   
St. Paul’s participates in the Spartanburg Interfaith Alliance. 
 
Advisory and Consultative Councils includes the Arts Council, The Finance 
Committee and the Pastoral Council. 
 
Parish SWOT 

Strengths Weakness 

- New church fronting on Main 
Street.   
- Our location 
- Devoted parishioners. 
- Strong Religious Education  
enrollment  
-St. Paul Catholic School 
 - Many activities, notifications in 
bulletin and bulletin available online, 
too.  

- Overall Campus plan. 
- Emergency repair funds 
- Funding of needed projects. 
- Lack of Meeting space 
- Baptist parking lot on space that is 
contiguous (and needed by our 
campus. 
- Parish Center building status 
- Lack of Social mission as known by 
parish 
- Administration/Communication – we 
need better parishioner data, etc.  and 
parish doesn’t feel informed about 
some projects, etc.  
- Our location 
 
 

Opportunities Threats 

- Regional School 
- Establish an emergency repair fund 
- Strategic Planning 
- Mission – Social Justice 
- Financial giving 
- Socializing the mission of/for the 
school  

- School enrollment 
- Financial obligation with mortgage 
payment for new church 
 - Wise use of Land 
- Landlocked. 
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Opportunities, Continued: 
- Increasing the use of the website 
-Improve Participation in activities 
- Improve welcoming of new 
members 
 - Our location 

 
 
Identified Needs from initial Assessment 
 
Needs listed in no particular order 
 
Church on Main Street.  Continue working on the 30 year church needs:  Brides 
room, choir loft elevator, sound system, regular maintenance plan.  Some feel 
that we should be planning to add stained glass.   
 
Historic Church. Restoration/repairs/maintenance as needed.  Try to lay out plan 
so that expenses are not unexpected.   
 
Parish Center.  Building is old and in need of repair/replacement.  Storage needs.   
Maintenance in the meantime should be scheduled.   
 
Various size meeting rooms are needed.  Probably 4-6 separate rooms are 
needed.  
Meeting Space. Groups have been told there is no space in the afternoons due 
to school activities.  Meetings have been cancelled to accommodate funeral 
receptions in Conference room A.  With only one conference room, there are 
many conflicts for space.  
 
Elementary/middle school. Modernization is needed to attract and retain 
students.   It is landlocked on our current campus.  The school needs a broader 
reach for financial stability.  Other local parishes should be asked to help with 
and promote the school.  There may need to be many changes such as name, 
location, etc. to reach a broad Catholic base and ensure success.  The 75th 
anniversary could be an advantageous time for us to pursue a major effort across 
several parishes. 
 
Safety. The two houses contiguous to the parish center need torn down for safety 
reasons.  For now, the space could be fenced and used as a play yard/green 
space for school and RE children or parish functions.  This expense needs to be 
planned for the near future. 
 
Rectory repairs and updates are needed.   
 
Plans for a Columbarium are underway.  Communication and sales have begun. 
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Storage areas are needed in every building 
Regular/Preventative maintenance schedules for the entire campus. 
  
Social Justice / Christian Outreach. We have no direct mission for charitable 
giving.  We as a church need to consider this.  
 
Communication/Administration.   Our registration of parishioners is lacking key 
facts.  We aren’t sure of occupations when looking for talent.  We don’t have 
current email addresses/phone numbers in many cases.   
  
We have no emergency repairs fund for unexpected expenses.   
Fund raising plans are needed.  
We could phase fund-raising.  Please note: the items listed below are not 
proposed, just exemplifying the idea: 
Question to be answered – Do we try to pay off the parish church mortgage first? 
Strategic Planning can help guide plans and priorities.  
 
The school project is massive and needs a steering committee to guide through 
assessment, plan, building, promotion, seek grants, endow chairs etc.  The 
steering committee needs appointees from each Parish priest of involved 
Catholic churches.   We need some direction on this and on the possible gift of 
property. 
 
The Parish is looking forward to a strategic planning effort with broad input and a 
creative and bold plan to address our needs for years to come.  
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Addendum #1 
 
Liturgical Ministry 
Altar care 
Helping to maintain the altar is a silent and generous way to serve God and the 
parish community during the liturgical year. Altar care volunteers are responsible 
for decorating and dressing the altar with seasonal and liturgical flowers and 
other ornamentations. Altar linens volunteers are responsible for collecting, 
cleaning, and pressing of altar linens, vestments, and albs.  
 
Altar servers  
Serve the priest at the altar during Holy Mass, Vespers, and other liturgical 
functions. Children and adults who have been baptized, have received First 
Eucharist and in good standing with Holy Mother church are eligible to serve at 
Holy Mass.  Children must be in the 5th grade or older. For more information 
please contact the deacon. Training is provided.  
 
Choir/Ministers of Music  
An important part of the liturgy is the organized body of singers and musicians 
who lead and perform the musical part of the service. At week-end masses and 
other liturgical celebrations, cantors, choir members and instrumentalists offer 
their time and talents to lead and enhance the liturgy. All interested adults should 
contact the Directors of Music for more information.  
 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Eucharist  
Lay persons and religious permitted or specially delegated to administer the Holy  
Eucharist during week-end liturgies, other liturgical functions and to bring 
communion to the sick and homebound. All practicing and fully initiated Catholics 
over the age of 16, in good standing with Holy Mother Church, are eligible to 
become Extraordinary Ministers. Training is provided.  
 
Gift bearers  
Gift bearers assist with the celebration of Holy Mass by bringing the gifts of bread 
and wine to be consecrated during Holy Mass and to bring to the altar the 
offertory gifts of stewardship from the parish community. Any member of the 
congregation, including families as a group, may be invited to participate.  
 
Korean Catholic Community 
This group celebrates Holy Mass in the Korean language in the historic church 
on Sunday afternoons.  Several parishes are represented in this community 
including those parishes from South Carolina, North Carolina and Georgia.  See 
“Contact List by Organization” for the community leader to call for additional 
information.  
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Lector  
Also known as reader, the lector reads the word of God from the Old Testament 
and the New Testament, recites the psalms between the readings in absence of 
the cantor, and reads the general intercessions when the deacon is absent. All 
practicing and fully initiated Catholics over the age of 16, in good standing with 
Holy Mother Church, are eligible to become lectors. Training is provided.  
 
Sacristan  
A person appointed for the care of the sacristy, set-up and storing of sacred 
vessels with bread and wine, vestments, and other articles required for any 
liturgical function.  
 
Ushers  
In this ministry of hospitality, ushers assist with the greeting of parishioners and 
visitors when entering the church, seating of same, gathering the offertory and 
other collections during Holy Mass and distribute bulletins after Holy Mass. All 
adults are encouraged to participate and training is provided.  
 
 
Spiritual Development and Faith Enrichment 
 
Adoration Chapel  
As Catholics, we believe in the real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. The 
Eucharist is in the newly remodeled adoration chapel which is located on the 
parking lot side of the historic church and is available 24/7. Please call the parish 
office for the security code or contact the person listed on the “Contact List by 
Organization” for additional information.  
 
Adult Bible Study 
Throughout the year, opportunities for scripture study are offered to help 
participants enter more deeply into God's Word by prayerfully examining the 
historical context of the books of the Bible, their nourishing message and its 
relevancy to daily life. No prior knowledge of scripture is required and all 
materials are provided. 
 
Adult Education 
The purpose of Adult Education is to provide Catholic adults with ongoing 
opportunities for growth in their spiritual lives and in their understanding of  
the Catholic faith. One major goal of Adult Education is to help the faithful to 
integrate their personal faith and Catholic beliefs into their daily living. 
Throughout the year, educational and spiritual opportunities such as scripture 
study sessions, lectures, small group activities, and retreats are offered. 
 
Baptismal Preparation 
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Baptismal preparation classes for parents wishing to have their infant or child 
baptized are offered monthly. Parents should contact the Baptismal Preparation 
Coordinator for more information and to pre-register for a session. 
  
Cursillo/Ultreya  
A method of Christian renewal with the term literally meaning a "little course," 
and the program itself comes in three stages of three days each: preparation 
(pre-cursillo), the course proper cursillo), and the follow-up (post-cursillo). Its 
objective is to change the world by changing one's mind according to the mind of 
Christ, and then reshaping one's life accordingly. The cursillo proper is an 
intensive weekend built around some fifteen talks, of which ten are given by 
laymen, and living together as a close Christian community. Those who 
participate are called cursillistas, who meet regularly after the initial program in 
what is called the ultreya, in small groups to pray, share their experiences, and 
plan apostolic action. (Catholic Dictionary)  
 
Emmaus Retreat – Men’s and Women’s 
The Emmaus is a Catholic weekend retreat that is open to anyone seeking a 
deeper relationship with God.  The women and men have separate retreat 
weekends that take place twice a year.  It’s open to all men and women ages 20 
or older.  The retreat provides an opportunity to grow closer to God in a loving 
and relaxed setting. 
 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Circle 
Meets once a month to say the Rosary for our parish, in the historic church and 
then lunch at local restaurants.  
 
Knights of Columbus 
The Knights of Columbus is the world's largest Catholic Fraternal Service 
organization. Membership is limited to practicing Catholic men, age 18 or older, 
who live and uphold the commandments of God and the precepts of the Church. 
The Knights concentrate their efforts and abilities in Church, Council, 
Community, Family, Youth, and Pro-Life. In addition to the fraternal works of the 
Knights, many social events are enjoyed by the Knights and their families.  
 
Lamb of God Prayer Group 
The Lamb of God Prayer Group is a charismatic prayer group who come together 
as a body to praise and worship the Lord. They meet Mondays at 6:00 pm in the 
conference room. 
 
Lucis Via (Young Adult Organization) 
Lucis Via is a statewide Catholic organization for singles between18 and 39.  
Participants are not required to be practicing Catholics.  The organization is 
based in Charleston with a chapter located in Greenville.  Their website is 
www.lucisvia.org. 
 

http://www.lucisvia.org/


18 
St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Church 

Marriage Preparation 
Couples seeking to prepare for the Sacrament of Matrimony should contact the 
parish office 6 months in advance. 
 
Men @ Prayer  
All men, regardless of denomination, are welcome to this fellowship on Friday 
mornings from 7:00 am to 8:00 am. Through reading Sunday's scripture 
passages, discussing, prayer requests, and a light breakfast, the group strives to 
change their lives to become better men with a stronger faith.  
 
Natural Family Planning  
Sympto-thermal method of NFP as taught by the couple to couple league. Safe, 
effective, and beneficial to marriage the teachings are in accordance with the 
Catholic Church. For more information see “Contact List by Organization.” 
 
Religious Education  
The goal of Religious Education is to provide children with opportunities for 
ongoing faith development. Classes are held every Sunday Morning during the 
school year for public school children from kindergarten through high school. In 
addition to catechesis, the Religious Education Program prepares children for the 
Sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist and Confirmation. Adults wishing to 
serve as volunteer catechists must become Virtus certified and complete 
background screening. 
 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Is a process of discernment and education for adults who wish to become 
Catholic. Those adults who are unbaptized or who were baptized in another 
Christian tradition are invited to participate in the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults (R.C.I.A.) process. This process is also open to adult Catholics who wish 
to learn more about their Catholic faith and to journey with the R.C.I.A. 
candidates as sponsors or catechists. The process begins in the fall and 
culminates with the celebration of the Sacraments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil. 
The process continues for several weeks after Easter Sunday. Those seeking 
initiation into the Church and those Catholics wishing to serve as sponsors or 
catechists are encouraged to participate in this ministry. 
 
St. Paul Institute 
An on-going forum to present and discuss all things Catholic. Topics will be 
solicited from attendees and presentations made by parish clergy and guest 
speakers.  
 
St. Theresa's Circle  
A group of parish women who meet once a month, pray and lunch together/raise 
money to contribute to different organizations.  
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Secular Franciscan Order 
Those committed to a gospel way of life inspired by the example of St. Francis of 
Assisi. Secular Franciscans meet in the conference room of the Parish Center at 
St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Church once a month and other times as published 
for prayer, encouragement in serving those in need with Christian justice and 
compassion, and maintaining a simple way of life. 
 
Vacation Bible School 
Children from ages five through ten are invited to Vacation Bible School. The 
program is offered for one week in the summer. Registration information is 
published annually in the bulletin.  
 
Women's Bible Study 
Meets twice a month in the morning to discuss Scripture readings for upcoming 
Sunday Mass, to explore readings on the Catholic Catechism, and to pray 
together. Open to women of all ages. A nursery is available for young children 
during the study.  
 
Youth Groups 
The youth ministry program offers a variety of fun and spiritually enriching 
activities for the young people of our faith community. Activities are scheduled 
regularly throughout the year for youth of junior high and high school age. 
 
Community Organizations 
 
Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts  
To train today's youth to be tomorrow's leaders. Would you like to start a fire with 
two sticks, help little old ladies across the street even when they don't want to 
go? Boy Scouts of America may be for you!  
 
Card Ministry 
The purpose of this ministry is to provide a social and creative gathering to create 
cards which will be used as a contact with parishioners.  Recipients of the cards 
will include those on the prayer list, military, shut-ins, family who have experience 
a death, and others in need as determined by the pastor and/or staff. 
 
Congregational Nursing  
Congregational Nursing ministry periodically conducts blood pressure checkups 
after Masses, coordinates the parish blood drives and is an important resource 
for anyone in the parish wanting health information.  
 
Girl Scouts 
Girl Scouts of the USA is part of an international organization dedicated solely to 
girls.  This organization provides and accepting and nurturing environment where 
girls build courage, confidence and character to make the world a better place.   
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St. Paul’s Girl Scout troops follow the tenets of the Catholic Church.  All funds 
raised by our Girl Scout troops through cookie sales stay locally and are used to 
support the girls’ activities, scout camps and staff. 
 
Nursery Attendants 
Nursery attendants are adults and youth who assist with young children during 
weekend liturgies. 
 
Youth Basketball 
Teams are comprised of youth from various age groups and compete with other 
youth organizations throughout the Spartanburg community. 
 
Community Outreach and Services 
 
Catholic Charities 
Catholic Charities provides a wide range of social services including counseling, 
emergency assistance, and disaster response.  
 
Rachel's Vineyard  
Weekend retreat for those who have been affected by abortion (mothers, fathers, 
grandparents, siblings). 
 
Respect Life  
This ministry supports awareness of issues related to the sanctity of human life 
from conception to natural death. Members help to educate themselves and the 
parish on life issues and participate in the January Stand Up for Life in Columbia 
and the October Life Chain in Spartanburg.  
 
Spartanburg Soup Kitchen 
The Spartanburg Soup Kitchen is an inter-denominational, inter-faith ministry, 
made up of a partnership of various individuals and organizations across the 
Upstate.  We share a common belief that when we serve those in need, we serve 
God. Volunteers from the parish serve every Thursday.   
T.O.T.A.L. Ministries 
St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Church supports the efforts of T.O.T.A.L. Ministries. 
They believe integrity in thought and action is how to best serve Christ and 
humanity. Living authentically is how they put Christian faith into action. 
T.O.T.A.L. Ministries is an extension of Spartanburg's local churches who believe 
in a faith-based approach to helping those in need. 
 
Pastoral Services and Parish Resources 
 
Annulment Assistance 
Information and guidance for beginning the process of requesting an annulment 
in the Diocese of Charleston is available upon request. 
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Bereavement Committee  
The Bereavement Committee is in charge of setting up a reception, when 
requested by the family after the funeral.  
 
Funeral Liturgy Planning  
The pastor and pastoral staff offer assistance with funeral liturgy planning, wake 
services and graveside services for those who have lost a loved one. Funeral 
arrangements may be made by calling the church office during regular hours or 
by calling the emergency number after hours.  
 
Mass Requests 
Please contact the parish office if you wish to have a Mass said for a deceased 
person or a special intention for a living person.  
 
Media Relations/Bulletin  
Facilitates all parish communication and photography at various parish events 
and outside media concerning parish activities.  
 
Ministry to the Sick and Homebound  
The parish priests, deacons, and trained ministers are available to bring the 
Eucharist to those who, due to illness or other circumstances, are unable to 
attend Mass.  
 
Safe Environment Program  
St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Church employs a fully integrated safe environment 
program. The goal of this training program is to ensure the safety and well-being 
of our children and vulnerable adults. Safe Environment is a comprehensive, 
multidimensional program which incorporates proven practices and standards for 
the prevention of child sexual abuse by clergy, staff, volunteers, faculty, ministry 
members and others who interact with children or vulnerable adults. Additional 
interactive follow-up and refresher training is provided. Any adult wishing to 
interact with children or vulnerable adults at any level in our parish and school 
must become Safe Environment certified and background screened.  
 
St. Paul the Apostle Catholic School 
See packet for information. 
 
St. Paul the Apostle Catholic School PTO 
Parents/teacher organization (PTO) was created to support the school and 
promotes intellectual and spiritual development of the student. 
 
Wedding Coordinator 
The Bride or Groom is asked to contact the church office at least 6 months 
before they want to get married and leave a message for the Wedding 
Coordinator.  The Wedding Coordinator helps the perspective Bride and Groom 
understand and execute the Diocesan, parish and County requirements to 
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celebrate the Sacrament of Matrimony.  This includes signing up for pre-marriage 
classes, scheduling music, and Liturgy planning with the Pastor, Music Director, 
Deacon and any visiting clergy.  Assistance with parish guidelines for flowers and 
photography is provided. 
 
Welcome Committee 
This committee helps to welcome new members to the parish community. 
 
 
Advisory and Consultative Councils 
 
Art Council 
This committee is responsible for establishing and ensuring that the guidelines 
for the displaying of donated and/or purchased artwork for the churches and 
parish buildings are followed. 
 
Finance Council  
The Finance Council oversees parish finances and serves in an advisory 
capacity to the pastor in matters of financial planning, problem solving and 
decision making. Major areas of concern addressed by the council are: effective 
utilization of parish resources, balancing of parish budgets, and evaluating the 
financial conditions of the parish. The membership is composed of the pastor and 
appointed members of the parish who are knowledgeable of, and skilled in, 
financial matters.  
 
Pastoral Council  
The Pastoral Council is an appointed body that assists the pastor in the decision-
making process and serves as liaison to parish stewardship groups.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


